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Introduction

One of the noteworthy trends from the U.S. Census Bureau is significant racial and ethnic diversification
across the United States. In Pennsylvania, a significant portion of that diversification over recent years has
been due to individuals and families of Hispanic origin. To better understand the changes in Hispanic
populations in Pennsylvania, the Center for Rural Pennsylvania evaluated data from the American Community
Survey 5-year estimates for 2007-2011 and 2017-2021.

Population Change

From 2011 to 2021, the number of rural Hispanic Pennsylvanians grew by nearly 35,900 individuals, from
82,964 to 118,858. This represents a 43 percent growth in the Hispanic population in rural Pennsylvania over
10 years. Overall, the portion of the total rural Hispanic population grew from 2.4 percent of the rural
population in 2011 to 3.5 percent in 2021. Over that same time, the non-Hispanic population in rural areas
fell by more than 3 percent. Except for those of multiple races or ethnicities (whose increase is in part due to
methodology changes in the Census survey), the rural Hispanic Pennsylvania population increased more than
any other racial or ethnic group.

The urban Hispanic Pennsylvania population increased by nearly 300,000, from 607,164 in 2011 to 904,197 in
2021. This 49 percent increase represented a change in the total urban Hispanic population from 6.6 percent
in 2011 to 9.4 percent in 2021. Non-Hispanic populations overall grew about 1 percent between 2011 and
2021. Again, apart from people identifying as two or more races, the Hispanic population was the fast-
growing racial or
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more than double over the same period. The slowest growth was in Venango County, which still experienced
a 9 percent increase in its Hispanic population. While every county saw significant growth, Hispanic
populations remain a relatively small portion of total population throughout most of the Commonwealth.
Only four counties (Lehigh, Berks, Monroe, and Philadelphia) had Hispanic residents account for more than 15
percent of the total population.

Age

Hispanic residents continue to be slightly younger, on average, than non-Hispanic residents, although
consistent with national population trends, the total population aged 18 or under declined over time for both
groups. In 2011, 39 percent of Hispanic Pennsylvanians were 18 years old or younger, compared with 23
percent of non-Hispanics. The difference in percentage was consistent regardless of whether they lived in
rural or urban counties. In 2021, 35 percent of rural Hispanic Pennsylvanians were 18 years old or younger,
compared with 20 percent of non-Hispanic residents. This was consistent with urban residents, where 36
percent of Hispanic residents were 18 or younger compared with 21 percent of non-Hispanic residents in
2021.

Place of Origin

Hispanic populations, despite often being categorized together for statistical purposes, come from many
varied places and cultures. In 2021, the ACS reported that Hispanic Pennsylvanians were from nearly four
dozen different countries or communities of origin. The plurality of Hispanic Pennsylvanians in both rural and
urban areas identified as Puerto Rican (40 percent and 49 percent, respectively). In rural Pennsylvania, 24
percent self-identified as Mexican, 7 percent identified as Dominican, and the remaining 29 percent were
split among other communities and countries of origin.

Marital Status

In 2021, 45 percent of rural Hispanic adults in Pennsylvania were married, 41 percent were never married, 11
percent were separated or divorced, and only 3 percent were widowed. Rural non-Hispanic adults were
significantly more likely to be married (55 percent) or widowed (7 percent) and less likely to never have been
married (25 percent), but similarly likely to have been separated (13 percent).

Education
Rural Hispanic adults had lower academic attainment overall compared with rural non-Hispanic adults.
Among rural Hispanic adults, 8 percent had an associate degree and 18 percent had a bachelor’s degree or

Figure 2: Educational Attainment Among Pennsylvania Hispanic and Non-Hispanic Adults, 2021
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higher, 18 percent did not have a
high school diploma, 33 percent had
a diploma or GED, and 24 percent
had attended some college but did
not have a degree. Non-Hispanic
adults were significantly more likely
to have a high school diploma or an
equivalent (41 percent). Only 9
percent had no high school diploma.

Rural and urban Hispanic adults had
similar education rates. However,
urban Hispanic adults were slightly
more likely to not have a high school
diploma (26 percent) and slightly
less likely to have some college but
not a degree (18 percent).

Employment, Income, and

Poverty

More than 62 percent of Hispanic
rural Pennsylvanians were in the
labor force in 2021. The non-
Hispanic labor participation rate was
59 percent.

The 2021 unemployment rate among
rural Hispanic adult was 4.8 percent,
compared with 2.8 percent for rural
non-Hispanic adults.

Rural Hispanic households had a
median income of $56,285. Rural non-
Hispanic households had a median
income of $57,772, a small but
statistically significant difference.
Rural Hispanic households had a
significantly higher median income
than urban Hispanic households,
whose median income was $45,989 in
2021.

Figure 3: Income Brackets Among Rural Hispanic Pennsylvanians
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Figure 4: Income Brackets Among Rural Non-Hispanic Pennsylvanians
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Among rural Hispanic adults in Pennsylvania, the most common industries of employment were retail trade
(15 percent of total employment), and healthcare and social assistance professions made up 14 percent of
workers. Ten percent of Hispanic adult workers in rural areas worked in manufacturing, and an additional 10
percent worked in food services. Between 2011 and 2021, retail workers overtook both healthcare and
manufacturing as the most common job for rural Hispanic adults. These data are consistent with overall
employment trends over the decade, which saw manufacturing jobs decline in rural areas as retail and
warehousing jobs became more prevalent.
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More rural Hispanic residents had a household income of less than $30,000 (29 percent) than rural non-
Hispanic residents (24 percent). Rural non-Hispanic Pennsylvanians were also more likely to live in
households with incomes greater than $120,000 compared with rural Hispanic residents (16 percent and 12
percent, respectively).

In rural Pennsylvania, the poverty rate (income at or below $26,246 for a family of four) was approximately
21 percent among Hispanic adults and 28 percent among Hispanic children. In comparison, the rate among
rural non-Hispanic adults was 11 percent and the rate among non-Hispanic rural children was 16 percent.
Urban Hispanic residents were significantly more likely to experience poverty (28 percent of adults and 35
percent of children).

Health Insurance

Ten percent of rural Hispanic Pennsylvanians under age 65 did not have health insurance, compared with 7
percent of rural non-Hispanic Pennsylvanians. Rural children were more likely to be insured, with 96 percent
of Hispanic children and 94 percent of non-Hispanic children covered by insurance.

Housing and Households

There are approximately 1.7 million occupied housing units in rural Pennsylvania, 2.1 percent of which were
occupied by Hispanic residents. The number of Hispanic households increased 35 percent from 2011 to 2021,
compared with a 2 percent decrease among non-Hispanic households. Among housing units occupied by
Hispanic residents, 53 percent were owned, and 47 percent were rented in 2021. Homeownership rates
increased slightly for Hispanic households from 2011, when the ownership rate was 48 percent. Non-Hispanic
households were more likely to own their home, with a 76 percent ownership rate in 2021. On average, both
Hispanic and non-Hispanic households had 2.8 bedrooms.

As is common in rural Pennsylvania, most rural Hispanic households (56 percent) lived in single unit,
detached homes. A further 16 percent lived in attached single-family dwellings such as town houses.
Approximately 23 percent of rural Hispanic residents lived in apartment buildings. The remaining 5 percent
lived in mobile homes or other forms of shelter. More than 73 percent of rural non-Hispanic residents lived in
detached homes, with significantly fewer households in attached single-unit structures (6 percent), small
apartment buildings (8 percent), larger apartment buildings (5 percent), and mobile homes or other
structures (7 percent).

Among housing units owned by rural Hispanic residents, the median home value was $160,000, compared
with $150,000 for rural non-Hispanic homeowners. Both medians were greater than the median value of
homes owned by urban Hispanic residents ($145,000).

Hispanic renters in rural Pennsylvania paid a median monthly rent of $755, compared with $605 for the
median among non-Hispanic renters. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development considers a
household to be “rent burdened” if more than 30 percent of total income is used for rent. Data from the
Census Bureau show that 45 percent of Hispanic households are burdened by rent, which is consistent across
rural and urban areas. Non-Hispanic households are less likely to be rent burdened, with 32 percent of rural
households and 39 percent of urban households burdened by rental costs.
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Summary

While Hispanic Pennsylvanians are still a relatively small portion of the population of rural Pennsylvania, they
are the fastest growing ethnic group in the Commonwealth. Overall, they tend to be younger and to maintain
high labor force participation. While 24 percent of rural Hispanic adults had attended some college, overall,
they had lower educational attainment levels than rural non-Hispanic adults. They also face higher levels of
poverty and rent burden than rural non-Hispanic Pennsylvanians.

These challenges have been persistent over the last decade, but these economic factors haven’t seemed to
limit population growth. As the Commonwealth continues to diversify, Hispanic Pennsylvanians are poised to
become an increasingly important part of rural communities.

Methodology

Data for this analysis were drawn from the 2011 and 2021 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year
averages. These data report population by age and gender for each county in Pennsylvania and were used
for the “Population” and “Age” sections. Rural and urban designations for these variables follow the Center
for Rural Pennsylvania’s county definition of rural: a county is rural when the population density is less than
the statewide average of 291 people per square mile.

Additional data were used from the 2011 and 2021 ACS 5-year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS). The
ACS collects annual data from randomly distributed residents across Pennsylvania on demographic and
economic indicators ranging from education to housing. The PUMS dataset is a small sampling of collected
ACS data that the Census Bureau assigns weights to be representative of the sample population. PUMS data
are organized by Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs), which the Center organized into rural and urban
categories by population density.

A person in the sample is considered
Hispanic based on their response to an
ACS question: “Is Person X of Hispanic,
Latino, or Spanish origin?” All “Yes”
answers to this question were designated
Hispanic, all “Nos” were sampled as non-
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Rural Rural Urban Urban
Selected Data . . . . . . . .
Hispanic  Non-Hispanic Hispanic  Non-Hispanic
Total Population, 2021 128,192 3,892,129 824,796 7,753,599
Adult Population, 2021 83,751 3,137,180 537,799 6,199,464
Marital Status
Married (%) 44.6% 55.1% 38.4% 50.4%
Single (%) 40.7% 24.9% 45.3% 31.4%
Separated/Divorced (%) 11.4% 12.7% 13.4% 11.6%
Widowed (%) 3.4% 7.3% 3.0% 6.5%
Healthcare
Insured and <65 years old (%) 89.9% 93.2% 86.6% 94.0%
Uninsured and <65 (%) 10.1% 6.8% 13.4% 6.0%
Insured Children (%) 95.8% 94.2% 94.6% 96.1%
Uninsured Children (%) 4.2% 5.8% 5.4% 3.9%
Education
Adults with Associate Degree (%) 7.5% 9.0% 6.1% 7.9%
Adults with Bachelor's Degree or Higher (%) 17.8% 23.1% 16.0% 35.6%
Adults without a High School Degree (%) 17.9% 8.8% 25.8% 7.6%
Adults with High School Diploma or GED (%) 33.2% 41.2% 33.8% 30.5%
Adults with Some College Credit but no Degree (%) 23.6% 17.8% 18.2% 18.3%
Employment

Labor Force Participation Rate 68.3% 61.0% 69.0% 66.2%
Unemployment Rate 5.3% 2.9% 5.4% 3.4%

Income and Poverty
Median Income $60,025 $65,811 $45,000 $82,011
Poverty Rate 21.2% 11.4% 27.6% 10.6%
Childhood Poverty Rate 28.2% 16.3% 35.1% 14.5%

Adult Employment by Industry

Accommodation and Food Services 9.9% 6.7% 9.3% 6.2%
Administrative/Support/Waste Management 5.2% 3.5% 7.0% 3.9%
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 2.5% 1.4% 2.0% 0.5%
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 2.8% 1.8% 2.0% 2.3%
Construction 6.1% 7.1% 5.9% 5.6%
Educational Services 6.6% 9.4% 5.9% 10.1%
Finance and Insurance 1.8% 3.3% 2.9% 5.7%
Health Care and Social Assistance 13.7% 16.2% 14.1% 16.5%
Information 1.6% 1.2% 1.1% 1.8%
Management of Companies and Enterprises 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2%
Manufacturing 9.8% 13.2% 13.6% 9.9%
Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction 0.4% 1.0% 0.2% 0.2%
Other Services (except Public Administration) 4.6% 4.9% 4.7% 4.7%
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 3.2% 4.3% 4.0% 7.9%
Public Administration 3.9% 4.7% 2.9% 4.0%
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 2.0% 11% 1.4% 1.7%
Retail Trade 14.9% 11.7% 11.0% 10.8%
Transportation and Warehousing 1.7% 5.2% 7.7% 4.5%
Utilities 0.5% 11% 0.4% 0.9%
Wholesale Trade 2.5% 2.3% 3.6% 2.6%

Center for Rural Pennsylvania




	Rural Pennsylvania’s Hispanic Population:
	2011 to 2021
	May 2023
	Introduction
	Population Change
	Age
	Place of Origin
	Marital Status
	Education
	Employment, Income, and Poverty
	Health Insurance
	Housing and Households
	Summary
	Methodology

	Center for Rural Pennsylvania Board of Directors




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Hispanic population 2023.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 1







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Failed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



